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EJ:)~A.RCI M. KENHEDY 
~ 

The Honorable 
Cyrus R. Vance 
Secretary of State 
Washington, DG 

Dear Cy: 

----------", 

~Cnik~ ..$fa!es ..$enctk 
WASHtftfCOTOH. o.c:. %CISl0 

November 15, 1977 

As yo~ may know, my office has been discussing with your 
human rights group a number of, cases involving continued 
violation of human rights in Argentina. 1 appreciate the 
professional way in ~hich they have responded to our 
requests. 

1 look forward to your fortheoming trip to Arge~tina as a 
key oecasion fer you to pursue our human rights interests. 

" You have been asked by the Coalition for a New Foreign and 
Military Poliey to intervene on behalf of thousands of 
innocent people who have be en kidnapped, detained and 
tortured in that unfortunate eountry.' r support that 
request" and hope that you '.i1l seize every occasion to 
remind the Argentine authori ties of the profound humani-_
tarian issues at stake. In any event, I urge you to meet 
separately and privately with demoeratic POlitic'al and 
human rights leade,rs in Buenos Aires - - - thereby 'demon
strating our commitment to restoration of demoeratic rule 
and respeet of human rights in Argentina. 

1 WOUld like to draw to your attention five speeific cases 
whieh I believe merit special efforts during your ttip and 
in follow-up aetion both here and in Buenos Aires. These 
are cases, Gy, in which the families have appealed to me 
personal1y, and Amnesty Internationa1 and church groups 
(including confidentially the Vatican) have taken-a direet 
interest. 

ARGB\'I1'lNA PROJECl" (s:zooooOO-w ' 
uS,Ol!l'T, 01' stIJl!, ~ 
lbtg=tP. Gnidd, DlredOC 
()(l Wcase () EXds< () !)eny 

l!xCm~en(s): __ ---------
!)eC!as>ify-. ( ) In Port ( ) In Pcll ' 
()CWSify1S_ ()EXU:nclos_ ()~ID_ 
Oale l)edassify en _ _lla8O"-



·\i o·· i 
~" 
. ~~:~~ 

-.-"'.':' 

.. -,' 

;." ¡ 

:?~; 

• 

._~-------,,-

The Honorable 
Cyrus R. Vanee 

Page Two' November 15, 1977 

First is the case oí Marcelo Gelman and Claudi-a Garcia
Gelman, the son and daughter-in-law of the Argentine 
poet Juan Gelman,who is an active critic and opponent 
oí President Vi"dela. Like so many other terrible cases, 
they were kidnapped but are reliably confirmed to be 
detained without charge in Argentine prisons.There is 
simply no excuse to penalize the children for the actions 
oí their íather --- 1 need hardly add legitimate action~' 
indeed, after we had made strenuous efforts Gelman's 
daughter was released .by the Argentines last year .•. 

Second are the terrible cases of the disappearance- of the 
three children, and their respective spouses, oí Mrs. 
Matilde Herrera. In les s than ayear íollowing July 1976,
.a whole famlly disappeared in Argentina. r enclose a 
copy of Mrs. Herrera's selí-explanatory and heartbreaking 
appeal, on which she has sought my personal intervention. -. 
Third is the case of Dagmar Ingrid Hagelin, of dual 
Swedish and Argentine citizenship, wha was shot and 
abducted by military security forces last January in 
Buenos Aires. Despite representations by the Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister of Sweden and despite 
President Videla's undertaking last August to clear up 
this case, Argentina has yet to supply any information 
as to the ¡;hereabouts of this 17-year-old girl. I have 
a personal appeal from her father for help, and 1 hope 
that you can assist in responding to his plea and that 
of his Government. 

Fourth is the case oí former President Hector Campora, 
who remains under asylum in the Mexican Embassy in 
Euenos Aires.· r believe it would be a positive and 
easily achievab1e gesture fcr Pr~sident Videla to permit 
Campora to leave the country in th" near future. 
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Tif~~ i$ the case oE 
.f 

lfo'J"ellbotl' 15,' 1!H7 

PYOfB~O!' 
of Cordeta, 

_ sin.ce Ap'f'il l!il 76 . 
• Dr. Sylvb len2l'l.ft . "1\0 

;me vhosoe d.tl8h~er ;Irn,c y·u 
to~tqTcd whilc ~,dc. , 

• two elose 
Finochict~o. 

v~~e kidnappe4 v ith 
n • .. 
1 o!o n .. t undercst:b.a.te d:e diff i cult:¡r of y~~ 1'8scl.,,"i", 
thc,e And I am sure Q~ny other e~S6S of se~io~. eo~ee~ · 
3~t 1 a~ hopef~l chlt th TQUi~ pl!r$ i,te ~t ~~%qTtl . O~ O~~ 
,art an¿ thac a! oeber Governments .n! r.o~ - iove~e~t.l 
o.IAni~ations~ Dur int.YVentions viII h.l~ rcScue at leas, 
$Ollle o f· 'lhese U!lt'l)rtunate hUlltar: bdnJs.. PIe""se fecl free 
'lO .,ntion my pe~so~.l CO~ Tn t O President V1~cla lf you 
b:lievc t hls will ht l~. For my ?art, ¡ a~ pr epared to 
~ppe.l ~iTee~ly on tbese and other cases e3 SQQn &$ you 
C~h advise _. of che nature and Teiultf of your efEores. 

My tban~s and best ~ishes a~ thls di 
t rip, 

i(~l~ bu~ lnportant 

Si!':.ce'te. 

Edwa'td M. Ienneay 
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