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SUBJECT: CHZLEAN DETAINEES: WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE DAWSON
ZSLAND GROUP?

1. AFTER THE 1973 COUP THE GOC SENT 39 DETAINEES TO A WORK
CAMP ON 1SOLATED AND INHOSPITABLE DAWSON ISLAND, IN THE
STRAITS OF MAGELLAN. A FEW WERE INSIGNZFICANT ALLENDE SUPPORTERS,
BUT MOST WERE IMPORTANT AND CONTROVERSIAL FZGURES. THEY
WERE BROUGHT TO THE SANT1AGO AREA IN MAY 1974 AND THEN PUT
INTO A SPECZAL CAMP -- RITOQUE -- NEAR VALPARAZSO. RELEASES
WERE MADE GRADUALLY SO THAT NOW THE GOC HOLDS ONLY SEVEN OF
THE ORIGINAL 39.
2. WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CONFIRM THE EXPULSION FROM CHILE OF
23 OF THE GROUP. THREE, FREED UNCONDITZONALLY, APPARENTLY
STILL LZVE HERE. ONE DIED IN DETENTZON. WE LOST TRACK OF FIVE.

3. OF THE SEVEN WE KNOW WHO ARE STILL DETAINED, FZVE ARE BEING
HELD W1THOUT CHARGE UNDER STATE OF SZEGE AUTHORITY
LU1S CORVALAN, EX-SECRETRY G~ OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
(PCCH), ZS THE BEST KNOWN. JOSE CADEMARTORZ, A PCCH MEMBER

AND MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE IN CHARGE OF ALLENDE'S LAND
REFORM PROGRAM, ZS ANOTHER HZGH VISIBZLZTY CASE. DANIEL
VERGARA (PCCH MEMBER AND ALLENDE'S UNDER SECRETARY OF INTERIOR)
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AND SOCZALXST ALFREDO JOIGNANT (ALLENDE'S DIRECTOR OF
"INVESTZGACZONES" -- PLAZNCLOTHED, INCLUDING POLZTICAL
POLZCE) ARE OF UNDERSTANDABLE SENSZTZVITY WE DO NOT KNOW
WHAT THE GOC HAS AGAINST T1TO PALESTRO, A SOCIALIST WHO WAS
MAYOR OF THE SANTIAGO SUBURB OF SAN MZGUEL, BUT HE IS PROBABLY
INVOLVED ZN CHARGES OF WHITE COLLAR CRZME.
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4. TWO SOCZALZSTS —— THE OTHER TWO ZN PR1SON -- ARE SERVZNG
LONG SENTENCES IMPOSED AT THE 1974 AZR FORCE TRZAL. CARLOS
LAZO, FORMER PRESZDENT OF THE CENTRAL BANK AND ALLENDE'S
LIA1SON WITH THE LOYAL MILITARY, IS IN PRISON FOR 30 YEARS.
HE ZS THE ONLY DAWSON ISLANDER STZLL BEZNG HELD WHO HAS BEEN
ACCEPTED FOR PAROLE INTO THE UNITED STATES. ERIC SCHNAKE IS
SERVING A ~-FIVE YEAR S~CE HE APPL1ED FOR OUR
PAROLE PROGRAM BUT WAS DENIED.

5. DAWSON ZSLAND NOTABLES RELEASED OR EXPELLED INCLUDE
SOCZALZSTS CLODOMZRO ALMEYDA AND O~ LETELZER, RADZCALS
ANZBAL PALMA AND ANSELMO SULE, AND COMMUNISTS ENRIQUE KZRBERG
AND EDGARDO ENRIQUEZ (FATHER OF THE DEAD MIR LEADERS).
RECENT EXILES ARE FERNANDO FLORES (SANTIAGO 7491) AND
PEDRO FELIPE RAMZREZ (SANTIAGO 4544).

6. CO~: ALTHOUGH THESE MEN ARE NOT TYPZCAL DETAINEES,
THE FATE OF THE DAWSON 1SLANDERS HZGHLIGHTS GOC POL1CY
REGARDING POLITICAL DETENTZONS SLOWLY, ON A CASE-BY-CASE
BASIS, AND IN THEIR CASES OFTEN AFTER SIGNIFICANT OUTSIDE
PRESSURE, MOST HAVE BEEN EXPELLED OR FREED. THOUGH THEZR
TREATMENT WAS INZTZALLY HARSH, THE GOC HAS A POZNT WHEN
ZT ASSERTS THAT 1N MANY COUNTRIES THEY WOULD NOT HAVE FARED
AS WELL. ON THE OTHER HAND, MOST NEVER VIOLATED CHILEAN
LAWS, AND THEIR DETENTZON WAS BASED ON POLZT1CAL RATHER THAN
ACTUAL SECURITY GROUNDS.
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