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SUBJECT: KIDNAPPING ARGENTINE AIR FORCE OFFICER Date Dedlassify on Reason
1. SUMMARY: ARGENTINE AIR FORCE COMMODORE KIDNADPED BY

MEMBERS OF ERP. PURPOSE OF KIDNAPPING TO CAUSE RELEASE

OF MEMBER OF CHILEAN REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT (MIR). IT IS

BELIEVED THAT MIR MEMBER IS DEAD. IT IS ALLEGED THAT SHOULD

COMMODORE NOT BE RELEASED ACTION WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST FIVE

ERP MEMBERS IN GOA CUSTODY. RSO SOURCE ADVISED COMMODORE

WAS “SET UP" BY GIRL.:ALSO THAT COMMODORE HAD REPUTATION

AS "GIRL CHASER". JOINT ACTIONS BETWEEN ERP AND TERRORISTS

/" NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES TO ARGENTINA HAVE PREVIOUSLY BREN

“5=PORTED. GOA POLICE INTERRUPTED MEETING OF TERRORIST REP-

'RESENTATIVES OF NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES ON MARCH 29. CHILEAN

INTELLIGENCE REPORTED 4 MAY MEETING WAS HELD IN DANAMA BETWEEN

'S. A. LEFTEST UNITS AND THAT A SOVIET AND CUBAN REPRESENTATIVE

ATTENDED. MONTONEROS AND ERP HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO HOLD

‘HOSTAGES FOR RELEASE OF PRISONERS IN THE PAST. HOWEVER,

THIS IS THE FIRST INCIDENT REPORTED IN WHICH A

HOSTAGE HAS BEEN HELD FOR RELEASE OF TERRORIST WHO

WAS MEMBER OF AN ORGANIZATION FOR AN ADJACENT COUNTRY.

IT IS ALSO THE FIRST TIME IN SEVERAL YEARS THAT A MILITARY

OFFICER HAS BEEN HELD AS A HOSTAGE FOR RELEASE OF A PRIS-

ONER. AIR ATTACHE OFFICE CONFIRMED KIDNADPING.
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'3” ON 4 MAY THE CHILEAN INTELLIGENCE SERVICE REPORTED .
' TO TEE LEGAL ATTACHE, THIS EMBASSY, THAT A SECRET
:MEETING‘WAS HELD NE2R DAVID, REPUBLIC OF PanNAMa, IN

- 4. MONTONEROS AND ERP HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO -USE THE HOSTAGE
 SYSTEM IN ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF PRISONERS.

- ONE EXAMPLE WAS WHEN CONSULAR AGENT EGAN WAS

~KIDNAPPED (SUBSEQUENTLY MURDERED) AND PRISONERS BEING HELD BY THE
COA WERE REQUESTED TO BE RELEASED. THE PRISONERS

 WHO HAD BEEN REQUESTED WERE DECEASED. A SECOND CASE WAS THE
- RIDNAPPING OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE PROVINCIAL SUPREME
CP"RT OF BUENOS AIRES POR THE RELEASE OF SERGIO SCHNEIDER,
M. .BER OF ARMED FORCES OF LIBERATION (FAL) WHICH
SUBSEQUENTLY MERGED WITH THE MONTONEROS. SCHNEIDER

WAS RELEASED BY THE GOA AND THE JUDGE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY
FREED BY THE FAL. SCHNEIDER WAS LATER KILLED DURING
TERRORIST OPERATION IN NORTHERN ARGENTINA. :

THIS IS THE FIRST INCIDENT THAT HAS BEEN REPORTED TO THE

RSO IN WHICH 2 LOCAL TERRORIST GROUP HAS CONDUCTED 2 i
KIDNAPPING IN AN ATTEMET TO RANSOM A TERRORIST REPRE-
SENATIVE OF AN ELEMENT FOREIGN TO ARGENTINZ.

5. AIR ATTACHE'S COMMENTS: A GENERAL OFFICER OF THE
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