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INTRCDUCTION:

1. In carrying cut the mission with which I was entrusted, I went to
Buenos Aires on March 3 last and stayed in that city until Narch 20,
During that pericd of time I undertook my work on an intensive basis
and was in contact with many lawyers of the most diverse political per~
suasions, amonpst whom figured some of the most respected persons in
our profession. I had interviews with the leaders and members of the
representative institutions of the profession, the Buenos Aires Bar,
the Buencs Aires Lawyers' Association, and the Federation of Bar Soci-
eties. I wasz also in contact with journalists, university professors
and magistrates of differing degrees.

During my time in Buenos Alres I benefited from the full-time as-
sistance of two diplomats who, in the name of the Argentine government,
placed themselves at my disposal, thus facilitating by their great ef-
ficiency and courtesy all of the official contacts which I wished to
establish. Thus I was able to meet with Minister of State-and leaders
of the National Congress who represented the various parties.

On the other hand, I undertook extensive research inte the laws
and executive decrees, judicial decisions and periodical collections.
By this means I gained wide-ranging documentation on facts and events.

The following report is the result of this woprk., In it I shall
examine firstly the position in which lawyers who engage in the defence
of political detainees in present day Argentina find themselves. This
position is one of the aspects of the process of political viclence
which the country is undergoing and concerning which, in the second part
of the study, I shall present certain data.
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Part I

THE POSITION OF LAFRYERS

2. Those lawyers who act as defence counsel for political detainees have
been victims of extensive violence, ranging from threats of muprder to actual
physical elimination. Several have had their offices damaged by explosions
and broken into by police authorities. Some are detained on order of the
Executive without any repular trial or the laying of formal charges. Others
have had to leave the country or go into hiding, thus necegsarily abandening
their professional activities.
thirty-two

3. The following-lawyers are being detainel at the pleasure of the Execu-
tive: Artando Rodolfo Fertita (1); Rabdl Degue; Eduarde Romaning Lucila
F. Intelisano; Hordcio D. Zamboni; Jorge J. Pallardini; Susanz Aguad and
‘Susana Buconic (2); Ricardo Amor (3); Oscar Pedrota; Roberto Barpges; .
"Pablo Lajarraga; Carlos ilasoleo; Vicente V. Ayala (4); René Gabioux; Farat
Sire Salim (5); Hecter Andreotti; Cesar Calcagnu; Jilio C, Harcolli and
Jorge !, Harca (6); Roberto Diaz; Abrabham Kozak {7); Alfredo Ramon Gueva-
ra and Fuad Taum (8); Carles Marianc Zamorano (9); Hector Apchetti (10);
Juan Bonacossi {11)}; Yestor Bueno (12); Julio Everto Suarez (13); Eduardo
Garat (14); Daniel Veira (15); Andris Fidalgmo and Amalio Juan Rey. .

Ylany consider this list incomplete. On it, however, figures the great
majority of defence advocates of political prisoners vho were practising at
the time of their arrest. (16)

On Decerber i€, 1974, a represeéntative committee of the Hovement for
the Protection of the Leral Profession submitted a memorandun to the Supreme,
Court of Justice in which It petitieoned the Court to reguest "the Executive
to expiain the srounds on which a number of lawyers had been taken into
custody’. In this memorandum were mentioned the names of several lawyers
referred to above and it was stated that “they were not charged with any
specific criminal acws’. (17}

Some 250 militant lewyers of the court in Cérdoba recently had pub~
iished an open letter to the President of the country and to the HMinister
of the Interior, calling for the pelease of Susana Apuad, Susana Buconic,
Abraham Kozak and Armalio Rey, all of whom had been kept arbitrarily under
arrest for more than three months. (18)

twenty~six

4.  The follouing.lawyers have, amongst others, been threatened with murder
by the terrorist organisation AAA ("Araentine  Anti-Communist Alliance"):
iarioc Hernandez, Osvaldo Acosta, Fduarde Duhaide, Vieento Zito Lema, Ana
iMaria Sanchez, Ines Cassibe, llelena lforeno, Dduardo A. Sanjurjo, Manuel Gag-
pero, Rodolfo llattarollo, Enrique Schargorodsky, Gustave Roca, Lucia Garzon
liaceda, Carlos Altamira, Rafael Lombardi, Alfredo Bécerra, “Carlos Bongiorno,
‘Tario Hathov, Rafael Cecilio Hasovich, ilario landaburu, Antonio Chta, Jario

o
Yecub, Amilcar and ilanuela Santucho, Jorge Rivak and Horacio Ramiro Vivas,
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Several of these lawyers had distinpuished thersolves in their defence
of political detainzes, activities which they have ncw had to abandon. Some
are in hiding after having had to go so far as to change their phys;cal ap~
pearance. Some of these attorneys were contacted by me.

5. Several lawyers had their offices broker irto. This is the case of
Allcia Pierini, Pedro Galin and Alejandro Teitelbaum. Darlier the offices
of Hava Menvielle, liarta Decunde, Eupenio laepa, Siivio Frendizi snd Antenie
Sosa - all defenze ¢ounsel for politicel detninees - were also forcibly
entered. (19) :

On liay 10, 1974, the law offices of lipguel Zevala Redrigusz, Hember of
Congress, in Mar delPlata were broken into by agents of the Provincial and
Federal Police. (20) Shortiy after the funeral of Rodolfo Ortega Pela, the
homes of several attorneys were forcibly entered by Federal Police.. Amongst
these were Carlos Gonzalez Gartland end Mario Heradadez. (21)

6. Hore serious attacks have also taken place. The Guild of Attarneys of
the Federal Capital had its head office completely destroyed by plastic ex-
plosives which caused injuries to four passers-by. - This occwrred on July 17,
1974, The Guild had called a meetine of defence counsel of political pri-
soners and workers. One of its officers stated that sevaral threats had been
made by a commando named Juan Manuel de Rosas.(22) -

The Bar Associztion of Bzhia Blanca's headquarters was the victim of an
attack with explosives and shooting shortly after the Association had decided
that its members would thereafter be designated as defence coursel for poli-
tical detainees by the draving of lots, since it was impossible for those
lawyers chosen by the accused to assume such a responsibility. Those whose
names were drawn had their homes borbed and were nubsequently arrested. The
Har Association in Tucumén was also the target of an attack after having pub-
lished a document protestingz against aszaults which had been made on lawyers.
Its headquarters were completely destreyed after having been twice dynamited.

(23)

The offices and homes of many lawyers have been attacked by bombs and
rifle fire. This has happened to Attorneys Carlos A. Gonzaiez (artland and
Saul Lipovetzsky (in October 1974%) as well as to Attorneys Vicente Zito Lema
and Miguel A, Radpizzani Cofii. In a document issucd in the nome of the de-
fence counsel for guerrilla fighters arrasted in Caramerca, or. Silvio Fron-
dizi and Dr. ijanuel Gapserc denounced “interference end all types of intimi-
~dation to which counsel undertaking to defend those arrested were subjected.
JIn the case of Dr. Hareolli, the Provincial Sovernor of Catamarca required
him to resign from public office and he was threatened if he Jid not comply.
His home was, moreover, fercibly broken into by the Federal Security hgency's
agents. The home of Dr. llartinelli, barrister in Tucumdn, tzs destroyed by
explosives and 2rs. Curutchet and Perez were taken into custody when the
hotel in which they were staying the night was broken into.”

The same Dr, Silvio Frondizi (who was-later murdered) had his office
destroyed by a bomb on August 20, 1974, (24) The howe of Attorney Amado
Hlelsén Machado of Resario vho was making rrave accusations against the police
of the district of Villa lupueta at the time, was attacked by & hail of
. machine-gun ‘fire. (25) v

7.  After being repeatedly threatenzd, Attorncys Pedro Galin (26), Mario
Diehl, Rafael J. Perez, Alejandro Teitelbaun, L. Wogueras, Oscar Rabinovich,
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Mirta Sofia and Carlos A. Conzaiez Gartland, have left the country.

8.  The eculminating peint of this violence directed against lawyerq was
reached with the dramatic. death of several of then.

Cefore 1973 the only case on record was that of lestor Hartins, cap-
tured as he was leaving his office on December 16, 1970, accompanied by his
client, ilildc Zenteno. ilartins had debounced several policemen for torture
and was engaged at the time iIn proving the truth of his aliepations in
court., Hothing more has ever been heard either of the lawyep or of his
ciient. There is no doubt that they are dead. (27)

The death of llestor Larting belongs, however, to the past. The cur-
rent political history of Araentina berins with the taking of office by
President Campopa on iav 25, 1873, in the nidst of delirious demonstrations
on the part of the pecpie. TFrom that date on, there are the following cases
on precord:

/ (a) the murder of Antonio Deleroni, defence counsel for political detain-
ees and "Peronista” militant, and of his companion, NElida Florentina
Arana, took place on Novenb 273, in the.city of San liiguel.
Deleroni had been ocutstanding in his defemce of poiitical pvzsoners
under- the niiitary reg*ﬂe and had recently dencunced police torture
carried out in the police station of San Hipuel. (28)

According to the reports in various periodicals,. the crime took
place in San Higuel railway station, shortly after 4.00 p.m. As the
couple was preparing, to enter the train, they were intercepted by a
youth who got out of a car in which were five other persons. Deler-
oni's companion, upen realising their criminal purpose, placed herself
in front of him and was shot several times. Then Deleroni himself was
repeatedly short and died instantly.

Two policeren vwhe were in a train went off in pursuit of the erim
minal and managed to apprehend and disarm him. He was discovered to
be Ricardo Julic Viilanueva, 27 vears of are, who declared that he was
a merber of the (Peronist) Partide Justicialista, and gave his address
as the Superior School of Political Leadership in the capital. The
latter orsanisation is connected with the powerful metal workers!
unjon (U0} and otcunies an important position in the “Peronista"
Superior Council. In a previous action brousht against Viilanueva for
the possession of weapons of war, he requested the return of his per~
| sonal belongings on a piece of paper with the letter-head of the Pep~

onist Youth of the Republic of Argentina, and stated that he was an
official of the Hinistry of Sosial “ielfarve. (29)

(b) On July 31, 1974, at a place in the centre of the city of Buenos Aires
at about 10.30 p.m., a lember of Congress, Rodolfo Ortesa Pena, was
shot as he was getting out of a taxi with his wife. lie had distin-
guished himself as an exceptionally energetic defence counsel for poli-
tical detainees. The crime occurred as the Hember of Conpress was get--
ting out of a tax! with his wife. Three men armed with machine guns
shot him in several places in the head and body. iis wife was wounded
also, altheough not seriously. The murderers got awsy and, there has
been mo news on the results of the investigation. (30) His funeral
was @ gigantic popular demonstration, severely repressed by armed
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federal police in armoured cars and on notorcycles. They staged raids,
ST even inside the cemetery, and made 380 arrests. (31) The felloving day
PR i the Ministry of the Interior jssued a commmigué steting that "in view
of the continual disorders which took place during the procession (of
mourners ), 380 persons had been arrested, of whom 303 ware tried for
contempt, illepal possession of arms and mischievous damapge. The rest
werpe releésed since they were minors.” (32) :

The demonstrators ‘carried placards on uhich was ‘nscrlbed the old
"Peronista® motto “La Sangre derramada no serd negociada" (There shail
be no bargaining with blood that has been shed”).

At the comrenorsiive session of the Chanber. of Representatives,
ceh Rep. Herchensky (FPEJULI) /a political party, the Frénte Justicialista
D de Liberacidn - Trans,/ stated: "The protection and the safety of Ar-

" ‘ gentinians are ,mherl;led as they have never been bﬂfove in our hist-
ory.™ (33)

L } {c) On September 11, 1974, while returning from the distant toun of Ric
AT Soe Galiegos where he had been visiting pol¢t1cal prisoners, Alfredo
LT Curutchet, a 34-year oid lawyer from Cérdoba, was k4dﬁapned and mirder-
e - ed. Previously his home had been the target of bombings and machine-
v gun fire, The funeral took place in Cdrdoba,  The criminals used a
: "green Tord Falcon, (3%} Fara-police groups were directly responsible
for the crime. {35) The investigations have led to no results.

B 4 (d) On September 27, 1974, Dr. Silvic Frondizi was kidnapped from his son-
) - ‘in-law's hoeme in a spectacular commancdo-type operation. He wes later
found dead in the Ezeiza Recreation Centra., Silvie Prondizi was the
Lo brother of a former President of Arzentina and an act Ve defender of
: ‘political prisoners. S

The kidnapping took place in the early aftermnon in a busy Buenos
Aires street and involved a number of nersons. Traffic was stopped in
: the neighbourhocd for fifieen minutes angd no-one in zuthority intervened.
DA ~* The lawyer's son-in-law, ir, Luis Iiendiburu, was killed by machine-gun
fire when he tried to protect his father-in-law. Frondizi's uife and a
neighbour were wounded, The AAA claimed responsibility for the acts.
Althourh the murderers made their petaway in a rord Falcon with a flat
tyre, the investirations undertaken have yieided no results up to now.
(38)
. (&) “Two young women lawyers from Santa I'%, Harta Zamaso and ililda Urquia,

- 32 and 22 years of are respectively, wepe found choked to death in a
small creek near the town. They had bean arvested by the police and
released bécause no charmes were laid, Five days later a group of per-
sons kidnapped then and threw them into the water with their hands and
_feet bound. They were also defence counsel Ffor political prisoners.

9. Ag a result of these evénts, the lawyers who were working on political

" trials and who were still at large, besan to refuse systematically this sort
of case, alleging that they were aiven no protection. Political prisoners
bepan to be defended by public defenders who only ppov;deu a totally inef-
fective pro forma defence. ‘

‘Also"se{reral ‘mwym-a cumplained that when pniitical prisoners instructed
Tegal couwnowl of theﬁr own choosann, their conditions of detention became
mopre rigorous,
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10.. br. Antonio Benitez, Minister of Justice, told me that he himself had
been imprisoned in the past for nearly two years without zny trial whatso-
ever and without any internationel orsanisation concerning itself with the
matter. The same thing happened with the iiinister of the Interior, Dr. Al-
berte Rocamora. ' ‘

He stated that the lawyers who defended political prisoners were also
militant getivists in politics and it was bacause of their militancy that
some had been killsd and others arrested. As regards the latter group, he
stated that the situation of each detainee wis being examined and that on
the basis of the conclusions reached they would either be peleased or sent
for trial.

The lMinister.stated also that the lawyers were getting fabulous sums
from the guerilla orpganisations. The police had found the books of the ERP
(The People's Revolutionary Army) showing that a payment of 600 million
(01d) pesos had been paid to lawyers. (37)

Dr. Benitez declared also that judges were being intimidated by sub-
versive organisations and .often resorted to claiming lack of jurisdiction
over the matter as a delaying tactic in order to avoid having to hand down -
a decision. (38) The Minister stated that the Government has no knowledge
of activities of para-police groups and that it is ignorant of the identity
of those responsible 1oy tne attorneys' deaths.

It is a fact that many lawyers are political activists. Dr. Deleroni
belenged to the "Peronismo de Base" organisation. (39) Dr. Ortega Peha also
belonged to the "Peronismo de Base" organisation and was a member of the
Government block. (40} In the note issued by Drs. Silvic Frondizi and
lManuel Gagrerc, entitled "Press Conference', in the name of the defence
counsel of the detainees in Catamarca, it was stated that they, along with
Irs. Julio Marcolli, Jorpge ilarca, Alfredo Cuprutchut, Felipe Martin and
Rafael Perez, formed thet Hational Central Comuittee of the Lawyers of FAS,

the "Anti-imperialist Front for Socialism™. .

It did not appezr, however, that any of these lawyers had enpaped in
illepal political activities nor that they were connected with subversive
organisations. The homage paid to Dr. Ortega Pefia in the Chamber of Repre-
sentatives and the {useless) guarantees of personal safety given to Dr.
5ilvio Frondizi ten days before his death by the Minister of Justice, bear
Witness to this.

11, The Buenos Aires Bar Association (College of Advocates) has never
spoken out in defence of lawyers or in favour of defending pelitieal pri-
soners, In Buenocs Aires {(contrary to the practice elsewhere in the country)
lawyers are not obliged to be registered members of the Bar Association. It
is said that the Buenos Aires Bar Associstion (College of Advocates) is
extremely conservative, opposing compulsory membership end formed of a small
number of practitioners.

The Buencs Aires Association of Advocates is numerically much more im-
portant than the Ber Association. It is in favour of compulsory membership
of the Bar Association and is a moderate body.

The Guild of Advocates, founded in 1972 and today practically non-
existent, was noted for its defence of poliitical prisoners (guerrilla
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fighters included), its denunciations of monopolies, and its strugsle for
popular demands, as well as for its counselling of trade unions and workers.
It consisted of leftist lawvers, both "Percvnista" and otherwise. All of the
lawyers killed were members of the Guild.- It has tuwice been hit'by terror-
ist attacks. Its leaders have disappeared, are under arrest or are in
exile. -

‘Part Il

-

The State of Siege

12, At present there is in force over the whole of the natiopal territory
a 5tate of siege decreed by the Txecutive on ioverber 6, 1974, during‘thé
congr9581onal TRCESS.

The Constitution of the Repubiic of Arpentina empowers the President
of the Pepublic (Articie 85, clause 1%) to declare a state of siege in cases
of "internal uPheaval" if the Congress is in recess. Congress nornally sits
’:fron day 1 to September 30 (Artlcle 55 of the Constitution).

The state of siece suspends all constitutienal guéraﬁtees, confers on
the President of the Republic the power to order arrests and transfers of
persons from one piace to another within the national teprltory, uniless they
prei‘er to leave the country {(Article 23 of the Constltutmn) Under the
Arwentlnlan system, a state of siepe effectively permits the arrest and de-
tention of any person for an indefinite period of time. ‘

The state of siene was decreed after a series of Serious attacks which

were carried out by the guerriila groups, the most significant of which ape
the “Hontoneres" and the LRP (People's Revolutionary. Army).

The Subversive Orpanisations

13. The liontoneros rroup, formed in hiding in 1969, is composed of young
persons with middle class., catholie and nationalist backgrounds. From its
inception it has always been avowedly Peronist, signing its communications
with the motto “Perdn o liuerte” ("Peron or Death™), The movement took’ shape
on the nationai level with the kidnapping and death of General Pedro E.
Aramburu, forner President of Argenrina. (41) "

‘ Dur;n« the 1¢70 - *9?3 period, the organisation undertook 1nnumerable
assaults and attacks (av the piacing of exp&oszves), and recelvmng grawxng
support from the Peronist Youth lovement and from General Peron hlmself vho,
on diverse occasions, referred to it as "that marvellous youth who strupgies
armainst military dictatorship with weapons in their hands and who know how
to give their lives.for the Fatheriand™. (42) )

Ffter haVln" berun on this cstholic and popuiist 1deolOglcal fpundatlon,
the Montoneros pradually beceme more end more socialist. Its documents boint
to an evolution towards Marxism, although it is faltering and iil-defined.
in its 1deolopy an¢ in its connection to the Peronlst movement, it is
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fundamentaily distinct from the Peopie's Revolutionary Army (ERP) and aii

of the other leftist groups or parties., It hopes to take power by guerriils
actions, organising the workine class so that, after the spread of the armed
conflict, it can take power. In the present political situatieon its aim is
“the overthrov of the presept government which is does not recognise as
Peronist. It condemns the Peronist trade unien and political leadership as
"a turn-coat bureaucracy". :

The main tactics of the Hontoner%gfgge violent (and in this it is not
alone). Its armed manceuvres comsist of: (a) kidnapping officials or own-
ers of laree undertakines in order to raise funds; (b) kidnapring officials
or owners of larse companies which are in conflict with its own officers, so
a3 to force the undertakinss to yield te the demands of the workers;

() executions by attacks oh policemen accused of baving tortured or killed
political activists. Similerly, it has eliminated various pight-wing

Percnist militants, accusing them of the deaths of some of its own activists.

This ceme about in commection with the participants in the Ezeiza massacre.

- ' (u3)

The hostilities between the government (or rather the officiai-line

Peronists) and the jiontoneros became wmore serious after Peron's-death (on
July 1, 1974}, The periodicals Descanisado, Causa Peroniste and L1 Peron-
ista were closed down., The same happenedm¥b the newspaper Motleias which
was of the same tendency. On September 6, 1974, the ilontoneros stated that
they were going undereround to take up the zrmed struggle apain “because &ll
possibilities of legal action have been exhausted”. The movement has de-
clared war on the government. Since then it has been credited with a large,
nurber of acts of vioience, such as the murder of trade union leaders, the
execution of Inspector Viliar, chief of the federal police, the kidnapping
and murder of the United States Conmsul in Cordoba (44), the kidnapping of
the 3orn borthers {(of the powsrful Bunpge and Born comcern), etc.

14, The People's Revolutionary Arny (CRP) also care to the fore during the
military dictatorship as the arred wing of the Yorkers' Revoluticnary Party
(PRT) at its Fifth conmress in 1970-71. It had its bapiism of fire in the

. ~ » - 1 gttt - - v
- operations carried out in Udrdebe in June 1871, It is of Trotgkyite persu-

azion and considers itself the only truly revolutionary movement. (u85) It
distinpuisned itself in certain operations which had wide repercussions and

‘which it carried off with remarkable efficiency. Thus, for example: there

was the attack on the military marrison at Azul in Febpuary 197%. A mili-
tary installation (located some 230 riies from Duenos Alres) was occupied,
arms were taken and the second~-in-cormand was lidnapped and afterwards kil-
led. About the middle of that year they attacked ¢ military factory in
Vills Naria, a town near Cérdoba, and took a great quantity of arms. A Fup-
ther spectacular operation in Catamarca was frustrated by chance circum-
stances.

Anong the kidnappings of important businessmen, the ERP claims credit
for that of the General 'lanager of Exxon (Argentina), released outside the
country on payment of the fabuious sum of USSI4,000,000. (46}

At the present time, thearmy is carryisg out a wide-ranging military
operation in the mountainous region of Tucumdn, where it is alleged that
the guerrilla fighters are installing their headeuarters. (47)

i5. There are other groups engarced in subversion. The kidnappiny of the

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Buenos Aires, hiupo Anzéarregui, vas
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carried out by the FAL, ipsnired by Che Cuevara., It uvas cizimed that throurh
this kidnanpine information was chtained comcernine a ~uerrilld fighter In
custody. The Ffizhter In ounst"on uas finally sevt to Pery and tha judme re-
1easnd. (sg)

The nclzt*cal violence of the subversives was invoked as justification
for the state of sisr2, In view of the imnressive suceession of murders znd
violent attacks which have takep place recently, the llinister of Labour,
Ricardo Ortero, stated in Pogadas “Argenting is now exner:enc ing & time of
war’. {(Jornal do Brasil, "arch 28, 177%) & .

o "The Activities of the * Para~Pol lice Oprours

16. This presents the most serious phemomsnen in the crisis vhich Araentina

o . is under~pina, That there are para-police groups operatins is not open to
- . . .-the slightest doubt. (43) The most important end most reimarkable is that
; -which operates under the name “AAA" (Areentine Anti-Communist Alliance),
‘vhose first operation was the attempt on the iife of the Radical Senator

Solari Irigoyen, in December 1973. (52) This organisation tock responsibil-
] B ity for the majority of the kidnapninrs, atracks and crimes committed in
SEAETNPLRE recent months in reply to subversive terrorism. s

There is no proof of thare being & connection between the AAA and the
police or the covernment. Hevertheless, certain sifnificant Facts can be
mentioned to show, at least, official complacency towards it:

“ B -

() The absolute impunity of the rirht-wine erouns. Un to now, except in
the Deleroni case (which was not undertaken by the AAL, but by an inde-
pendent mroun whose executionsr was cantured by a corbipation of fortu-
itous events) nene of the ‘npumerable cpires which have been carriad
out by richt-wing groums his ever been solved.

(b} The elements who form these ~rouns declare themselves to be members of
the federal police and act freelv and onenly using vehicles which are —
e not stolen anc which very often correspon? to the types and makes used
‘ by the police. Ther are not disturbed by the publie authorities-in any
way even if they are carryinc out operations in fuil lisht of day and
t*Ith no particular rush. 23 was the case in the Kidnappings and deaths
of Atilio Lépez and Silvie Frondizi, and the raWd on tﬂe OfflCQS of the
newspaner, Voz del Tnterior, amonest others.
(¢) A defence of clendestine zctivitirs of the nolice made in an article
published in the official organ of tue Peranist Party, the veview lLas
Bases, which is manased by a inigter, Lo.lapez Rega. In this article
~__;T:} the point of vieuw is —ut forward that thare is no reason to criticise
police iF they resort to illerzl »nd underpround tactics 1o Suppress
illegal and undereround croups,

The weekly Ll Caudiilo, of an obvioualy totelitarian persuasion,
oneniy pronarandised for vieoiesnt sction amainst lefrist militants, many
of uhom were subsecuently kiileZ by rirht-wing cormandos (Ortepa Peda, -
Father !Nurice, Atllio w&ﬂ@4$ 2te). 1t mairtains the suhversives nust
die so thst the fatherland may live. In its editorials the phrase “the
best enery is a dead eneny’ constantly appears. This periodical aluays
MW€7 ~carries a substantizl emount of advertisine for the inistry of §oc1al
“aifare. (51)
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(d) Lawyers who visited political prisoners received letters threatening
them with death shortly after their‘visits: In the letter peceived
by Dr. Hordcio Ramiro Vivas, there was an error in one of his christ-
ian pames - the same which he had noted on the official authorisation
for his visit and which he presented to the prison guards.

{e) In a document made public on Movember 4, 1974, the families of politi-
cal prisoners denounced an episcde which had taken place in the Villa
Devoto prison the week befare: the priscners in a ceriain ward were
moved out of their cells for a brief time so that these might be in-
spected. Upon their return, they found printed on the walls the let-
ters "AAAM,

17. The AAA grganisatiom, by means of cormuniqués made to the mass media,
publicly assumed resmonsibility for varicus crimes, amongst which are the
murders of the former Chief of Police of Buenos Aires, Julio Troxler, of
the Member of Congress Ortepa Pefia, of the lawyer Alfredo Curutchet, of the

. former Vice-Goverpor of Cérdoba Atilio Ldpez 'and of Juan Varas, former

Under-Secretary of Commerce of that province. (£2) It has sent threatening
letters to a great nuimber of personé of the mest differing walks of life

and tendencies, among whom are lembers of Conearess and Senztors (53), judges,
university professors, clerics, trade union and student lesders and even
actors (54}, Such threats were also made arainst any and all lawvers who
might defend or have defended political prisoners, as already mentioned.

18. Some impressive events and circumstances, only some out of many, merit
special reference, besides the murders of lawyers already described in the
first Part of this study.

Ou February 18, 1974, & heavy explosive blew up in cne of the streets
of central Buenos Aires. It was being carried by Alejandre Ciovenco Romero
in a brief-case, He lost his arm and subsequently died. It was discovered
that he workedas sbody~guard at the Metalworkers' Union and belonged to the
Peranist Youth. He was considered an expert in arms and explosives and
took part in weekly meetings with the President of Argentina, 4t Olives, as_.
representative of the National Centre of Peronist Youth. (55) There is no
indication that any investigation of the event has taken place. Similarly,
there 1s no information on what was to be the bomb's distinetion,

The kidnappines and attacks are countless ia which FordFalcon auto-
mobiles, sirilar to those used by the federal police, appear. The kidnap~
ping of Dr. $ilvic frondizi has alrveady bheen wentioned. In that case a car
of this make was abandened by the perpetrators of the crime, but nothing
was ever heard of it, TordFalcon cars carrying criminals on various other
missions have been noted: at the kidnappine and death of the trade union
leader Carlos Borroneo Chavez, which took blace on June 17, 1974 (%6); at
the shooting of two young men in the Los Perales district of Mataderos (57);
at the attack against the headquarters of the Peronist Youth, First Regional
Office, on June 29, 1974 (58); at the shooting attack arainst a worker on
Aupust 2, 197¢ {59); the kidnapping and death o Atilic Lopez, former Vice-
Governor of Clrdoba,and of Juan JosE Varas (60); the kidnapping and death
of Eduardo Ambrosie Romerc, Villero Peronist Movement militant from Cdrdoba,  _
¢n the occasion of President Peron's funeral (€1); at the death of Enrique
Rusconi, leader of the Revolutionary Communist Party, on December 7, 1974

(62); at the death of five alleged subversives at Villa Lugano, in Buenos

Aires, on Dember 13, 1974 (€3); at the kidnapping and death of Hector Jorge
Cols and Maria del Carm&n Baldi on December 12, 1974 (64).
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The kidnappings and deaths of Atliic Lépez and Juan José Varas, on-
September 16, 1974, are surprising. EBoth had been staying in a Buenos Aires
hotel since the llth. Varas had decided to return to Cdrdoba.and was going
towvards the airport. His name was called over the loudspeakers, but he was
already inside the aeroplane. His digembarkation was requestéd by the
flight control tower and was authorised by persons claiming to belong to
‘the Tederal Coordination Authority. Then Varas was captured and taken back
‘to the hotel where Atllio Ldpez was staying. There his capturers identified
themselves once apain as policemen, went up to Lbpez' apartment and brought
him back under arrest and handcuffed along with Varas. They'ail got into an
automobile and left at hich speed. Hours later both corpses were found
drilled with bullet-holes in an open space in greater Buenos Airest There
are other details: in front of the hotel one of the cars was double~parked
and this came to the attentlon of a patrolman. He, after having spoken to
the occupants of the vehicle, went on his way. DMNothing is known of .the in-
vestigation, which was supposed to verify this occurrence, :

Atilio Ldpez was, along with the'then Governor Ubregon Cano, deposed
in Cérdoba on February 27, 1874, by the then Chief of Police, Colonel Antonio
Domingo Navarro.  Both had been elected and taken office on lay 25, 1973.
The President of the Repubiic mave his support to this jllegal act and ig-
sued a decree authorising federal iptervention in the province. (86) Navarro
attempted tec bring to trial some 80 persons who were on-the Governor's staff
charging them with illesal possession of weapons, but the trials were ad-
journed sine die. (87) Crininal charges were brought against Navarro but he
was subsequently pardoned by the President of the Republic. (68)

flany people name Colonel lavarro as an A4A leader.
The attacks against political and activist organisations, trade unions
and their leaders are countless.  The kidnappings and murders, many of which

were perpetrated with refined cruelty, are numerous, and all of them are
fully documented. In 1974 aione more than 300 crimes were committed. (89)

Attacks on the Judiciary

19. It can be stated that virtually ali federal judges and magistrates of
the Supreme Court receive threats from the AAA if they act leniently towards
persons copvicted of subversieon,

20. In Cordoba, Judpe Carlos Haiberadidn was the victinm of a prievous as-
sault because he had sentenced 13 policemen to prison terms on their convice
tion for the death of five officials of the Arventinian Cooperative Associa-
tion (whom in the beginning they had tried to pass off as subversive ).

Hhen, in February 197%, Colonel lavarro deposed the legally elected governor,
the judge's residence was the target of a bombing attack and was part1ally
destroyed.

. On Yay 28, 197%, he was in his home, by then rebuilt, with two friends
when, towards the end of the evening, he was called on the door phone (inter-
.com system) by persons identifying themselves as from theGovernor's proto-
col staff". One of the two friends went downto open the door and was imme-
diately threatened by two persans, carrying automatic weapons, supported by
two other individuals who were in a car. Faced with such an imminent attack
Dr. Haiberadién, having no other exit, jumped out of a window some 18 feet
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. above ground, anto the patio of a nemphbour;nu house and suffered consider-
able bodily injury. His assaillants, having looked for him throughout the
house and saying that they had come to kill him, left uttering threais.

Some four months later, during which time neither the public authori~
ties nor the police had made the slightest effort to undertake an inquiry,
the person who had answered the door Tecognised cne of the assailants in
a public place. Upon carryine out a personal investiration, he discovered
that the person was a public servant in the security service of the Hinistry
of Social Welfare, working on a short-time posting in Cérdoba. He further
found out that the attacker belonged tc the "Black Lagie Squadron®, a para-
police group whose aim is to intimidate and liquidate political miiitants,
which confirmed that it bdd sought to kill Judge Haiberadidn because it
thought him to be connected with leftist Peronist groups. (70)

21. Towards the end of 1974, there was a complete re-shuffle in the judi-
clary, and judges were given exceptionally favourable incentives to take
early retirement. All of them took advantage of this and retlred leaving
the field open for new 1udges.

Arrests

22, There is considerahle doubt as to the number of personsg presently held
at the Lxecutive's pieasure. The Uinister of the Interior, Dr. Alberto
Rocanora, recently declared that he did not know the exact number, but he

- estimated some 700, (71) Dr. Antonic Benjtez, the Hinister of Justice,
told me that there were 600 pepsons under arrest. Antanio Trdcolli, Hember
of Congress and leader of the Radical Civic Union {UCR) in the House of Re-
presentatives, thinks that the number of priscners must be in the range of
1,200, The Argentinian Human Rights .eapue, in a document to which refer-
ence has already been made, reports that the number of prisoners is estima-
ted at 2,000, but this would seem exapperated.

Only a small number, certainly not more than 300, have been tried. The
others are in the strange situation of prisconers for an indefinite time not
charged with anything.

Hr. Trécoili spoke out in favour of a Parliamentary Commission "teo
examine the grounds for each arrest so as to judge politically what use is
being made of the emergency powers (state of siege). In this manner it
would be shown that the great majority of arrests have been unfounded and
that consequently those being punished in this manner should be released."
(72) A Provincial Committee of the UCR in Cdrdoba made a public’ protest
against indiscriminate arrests of persons who had nothing te do with sub-
version and against the forcible entry of hemes by the pollce wlthout wap-
rant or basis. (73)

23. The situation of the detainees is not a good one. The lational Consti-
tution provides that "“the Hation's prisons shall be healthy and clean, used
for the security and not for pumishment of the crimipals housed in them,

- and any measures taken on the grounds ‘of preventive action which leads teo
the inflicting of anything other than what is required by law,-shall be
brounht before the sentencing judre' (last part of Article 13).
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A Draft Generali Fart of the Fenal Cods, recently drawn up by a Covern-

. ment appointed comm1ssxon,lnoues, however, in its preawble’ that certdin
penal ‘establishments contain ° often~tines sub-human conditions™. (74) Seri-
ous uprisings hive takén place in the prisons of San Nicolas (muencs Aires

Province) and at OLmog t loseriod, (75) '

It is ‘comfan practaﬂ 10 move political prisoners from one part of the

_7"c0untry 1o another, 11c’ua1nﬂ to peral institutions’ located at distant
.. places such’ as Rio Ga;legcs prison, serd 1, 600 miles from the capital. Hany

| documents drawn up by onganisations of the families of political’detainees

L el

complain of the appul11nﬂ ccaditions in which the prisoners are kept in var-
ious prisons, Villa Dévoto in the cepital incliuded. (76) The situation at

’Rawson Chubut Provxnce, in far distant Patagahlaals particularly _disquiet~

ing. Political prisoners started being sent there on December i, 4974 and
accord*ng to rumour there are about 140 prisonérs in Rauson,

POlithaL prisoners come under & regulation issued on May 14. 1863
which’ provides that lawy°rs ray fec prisoners but have no phy51ca* contact
with them and meetines nust ‘take place in visiting rooms “under, direct and
watchful supervigion, undesrtaken For rearons of secwrity™ (s. 10).-

Torture of Politicel Prisoners

"9h. Cases of proven torture of political prisoners are common. ihile I

was in Buepos Aires, the papers published a statement of former President
Arturo Fvnndiﬁi_to the effect that it will not have escaped anyone's notice
that torture is almost baciming an ‘ingtitution in our country., If on the
one hand the terrible dewwadgc*ch of torturs is not fought against, no at-

. tempt can be wade at ohtivpiting that other terrible degradation consisting
-of the death of l1no”art “eqple in aumrr¢lxa war*are." (f?)

There exist mzny bépgrtétmf torture which'havc besn written by politi-
cal priscners with minuts znd dntailed descriptions of the sufferings to
Wthh they. wers sumjactad, . o

The torture vinflicted by the police or Fusébio de Jésus Haestre and
Luiza Galli de Plotkoveli, arrested en april 17, 1974, have been’ proved by
an -official medical expert report, o well as those inflicted on Alberto
Higuel Campos and Rosa liaria Faroas. rrrested on the i9th of that month. (78)

) At zhe prass conference ieid by the counsel fer the defence’ of the prl“
soners in Catamarca on Avgust 10, 1974, it was sfated that all &éf the pri-
soners had been subjected %o hoppible torture AnCthIQF drugs. The prison-
ers were exarined by a medical boare forrud of saven doctors appointed by
the Catamarca iledical Association, which found that they hud been the vie-
tims of torture including clectiic shocks end long nWLVatmon of water and
food,

‘The Chamber of Reppesentativeaféﬁ Tucumdn, through a Commission of En-

. quiry, accused 54 high-renking heads of the provineizl police of ill-ireat-

_ment of polltlcal detainses. The torture precticed on Seven pérsons ar- .

" rested Jin Tucuman on Septenber 27, 1974 rCaStPG, Tun;nl, Geraud, De Bene-

detti, Ripodas and Meleni) (79) has been judicially proved.
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Similarly, -in Santa F& the coroner proved that labour . leader Ovidio
Valentin Granetto and the young Oscar herbetta had been subjected to tor-
ture. (80)

Freedom of the Press

25.  From July 1973, the circulation of various periodicdls and newspapers
~{E1 _Mundo, Notlcias, Respuesta Popular, La Calle and Crdnica) and: reviews
(E1 Descamlsada, Hilitancia, La Causa Percnista, De° Frente El Peronlﬁta,
Cablldo) has been problblted by GOVernment decree. : - :

Some of these perlod1CulS vere assOC1ated with the revnlutlonary side
of. Peronlsn, such @s HMilitancia, £ Descamisadd and De Frente, journals
d;rectly bound up with the Peronist Youth’ dovement. iloticiag and La Causa
Peronlsta, closed dosm ¢n &ugu&t 27, 197u “and Septenher 6, 1974, respect~
' 1vely, were unoff1C1al oreans of the Montoneros. The' review Cabilde was-
antl Peron;st notorlously pro~tcta tarxan and r;ght-w1ng'natzonallst.-

All of these perlodlcals were closed dowi b daclslon of the Executive
without any attempt @t recoursé to judicial proceedlngs‘Through whieh legal
~sanctions mipght ultirately have been imposed. ‘

Varicus journals were the victims of bombings and machine-gun-attacks
(E1 Mundo, Voz del Interior, Noticias, Voz Serrana). The most serious oc-
currente to be recalled is the raid on the traditional Cordoban daily, Voz
del Inter;or, whose offlces were overrun by 50 men for-two hours, without
the slightest 1ntervention on the part of the police. Tt is alleged that
some time later a H nlster of t%e ProvlnC¢81 Government, ‘Garcia Laval,
handed . the newSpaper ] manager a llst of those Dartacaoatlng 1n the" crmme.

There are records of diverse arrests and attempted kldnapplngs -and"
murders of Journalists.. Tbese eyents were fully descrlbed ;n the newspapers.

I+ is also alleged that the commerclal press is* falrly cautious in its - ——
eriticism of the yovernment. This is b&cause it needs official advertlsing
(which is the monopoly of the Telam Official Apency and is used as a'means
of pressure over the press) and furthermore it is necessary to assure it-
self of a llc“nse to 1mpovt newspr~nt slnce there 13 none prbduced natlon-
a;lv.ﬂ -

, The Euenos Alres uawyevs‘ Assoc1at10n protastad agazuat the’ closure of

. periodicals by Ixecutive intervention (81). The Argentinian Association of
Journalists' Groups (ADEPA) &t a reécent meetlnv, calléd for the restoration
of the freedom of the press "so severeiy comprOmlsed Jnfﬁrgentxna in recent

t;mes“ (82) ~

o
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APPENDIX S

Fenal Legislation

1. On the taking over of power by the new governnent on May 25, 1973,
when Dp. Canpora assumed the office of President, Act. No. 20509 was imme~
dlately passed revoking all penal laws which had not been duly enacted by
the MNational Congress and reviving the provas1on5 im. fcvce at the time of
the issuance of the laws and legislative decrees which were thus repealed.
Exceptions were made in respect of the amendments to the Penal Code introduced .
by Acts 17567 and 1P934% in sectiomns 173 {7} (fraudulent managenment) and
1y (barpalnlﬁg over aguired contractual rlﬂhts), F. 179 (2) (Fraudulent
" bankruptey); s. 190 (shipwrecks, running apround and airplane disasters);
‘s. 194 (;nterpuptlan of public transport and.services); s. 198 (piracy at
sea and on-navigable rivers and-high-jacking) and 175(b15) (usury). Excep-
ticns were "alse made in respect of the abrogation of Acts Mos..19359 .and
20184 (exchange), 17250 (national provident funds) and 18247 (promotlon and
jdEVelonnent of exports), which thus rewain in farce. . .

2.  The government was authorised to set up a Penal Law Reform Commission
cand it submltted a Peneval Part of the Penal Code, towards the end of last
year. : - ;
" 3. It is alleged-that not all of the repressive laws were repealed on
tlay 26, 1873. There remained in force those establishing the CONASE (Secu-
rity Counc1l} the COHADL (Development Councill}, the CONES and the CONALYT,
amongst athevs, thus empowerine ‘the Executive to intervene -in the political
economic and social life of every sector of the country in a totalitarian
fashion. (1)

" 4. On January 28, 1574, an Act presented in Bill' fotm by the Executive
was passed introducing various amendments to the Penal Code relating to
erimes against the person and act*v;tles connected with subversion (Act ¥He. -—
206u2) T - - ‘ :
This law was passed over the strong donositien of all of the left-wing
elements. It increases - in some cases drastically - the penal consequences
of certain crimes: kidnapping, extortion, incitement to ¢rime, illieitv as-
sociation (which is now punishable by imnrisonment of from 3 to 10 years,
with a minimum septence for ieaders or orpanisers of % years}, public inti-
midation, the orpanisation of or participation in an association which at-
tacks public ‘order (making rembership in such an association punishable by
imprisonment for a term of 3 to 8 years), sedition. The same Act creates
new types of crime alse: threats, extortion by kidnapping, "the manufactuve,
possession or supplying of explosive, incendiary, asphyXiating or toxic
substances or mechanisms For the purpose of disturbing public security, the
falsification of motor vehicle ownership and driving permits. (2)

As a result of the incprease in sentences several crimes can no longer
give rise to bail applications. The latter have in any case been modified .
by Act. No. 20516 of July 6, 1973.

The Radical Civic Uniecn (UCR), main opposition party, was alsc totally
opposed to the proposed Penal Code Amendments, claiming that such reforms
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were attempting to re-introduce many of the aspects of the repressive legis-
lation which had been repealed on Hay 26, 1973. It also made the point that
the measures were unnecessary “since the government already bas all consti-
" tutienal and legal powers for combatting subversion and violence™. (3)

5. On September 30 1974 a Securaty Act was passed punmshlnm subversive
. activities. of any klnd., .

This law (Act Xo. 20840) punishes with imprisonment of from 3-8 years
._whoever, for the purpose of bringing to fruition his ideclogical tenets, at-
" tempts or encourages Dy any means whatsoever the alteration or suppression
:0f the established order and. the social peace of the nation, in a manner not
established in the National. Constitution or legal provisions regulatzmg ;the
political, economic and social life of the nation: (sectmon 1.

-:Thoge who:engage in the distribution, pvopapat;on or d1ffus1on of mate-~
rlals tendlno to indoctrinate, or who seek to convert or instruct on matters
relating to.any . conduct prohibited under section 1, can be nun1shed by pri-
800 terms ranging from 2 to 6 years} anyone pub11cly defending such crimes,
; their perpetrators or collaborators,‘ anyone having the authority to exhibit,
print, publish, reproduce, distribute or supply by whatever means; printed
or enrraved material, through which facts, communications or pictures of
conduct prohibited by section 1 are made publXici ~anyone having under his
contrel or authority telecommunicatiens equipment for transmitting without

lawful authorisation and anyone using such equipment or abetting.anyone else
in the use of Eﬁme without lawful excuse, are ail similarly punishable.
Sy
- This Act also punishes the use or possession of emblems, insignia or
badges standing for notoriously subversive organisations with from 2~ % years
imprisonment and the same penalty is provided for editors and -publishers of
any kind of publication, radic or telévisioh managers and broadcasters or
those responsible for any means of communication which propagates informa-
tion or facts, pictures or any sort of communication concterning-the conduct
described in,section 1. (4)
A penalty of from.l to .3 years imprisomnment is alse provided for insti-
gating the breach of obligations imposed By an award declaring a‘strike il-
~legal. . Industrial sabotaﬂe is also punnshaule when 1t 15 undertaken with
guilty intent. ‘ S :

The erimes covered by this Act are under federal jurisdiction and bail
procedures and suspended sentences are not applicable.

S

" The:Buenos Aires Lawyers' Association protested against the Security

L Act, ;Stating that it made the holding of opinions a crime with the widest and

most 1ndxscr1m;nate -parameters, covering all type§ and means of'creative and
“comnunicated thought, thus restricting constitutional muarantees. The Asso-
 clatien. further declared in its. protest that the extent of penalties imclud-
~Ang add1t1anal sanctions such as the compulsory deportation of a foreign

- mational and the withdrawal of his papers, amounts to-a system of rigerous

and indiscriminate repression which can in no way contribute to.a process

of naticnal pacification and the elimination of terrorish. Horecver, the
repression provided for in cases where labour conflicts were declared illegal
was alleged to be in violation of guarantees laid down in the Comstitution.

ok £
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FOOTHNOTES

(1) Arrested.on Noverber 1, 1974, President of the Mar del Plata Section
of the Araentlne Leasue for luman Rights and Vlce-Chaxrman of the
National Executive Council of this body. Herber of the Intramsifmeant
Party.

i_IQJ Arrested ip‘06:dobayan& handed over to the Federal Coordination Force.

ii (3) Former advisef to the Ministry of the Provincial Government of Santa
L " Cruz. Arrested on lovember 12, 1974, lember of the Integrationist
Coe Development Hovement. )

.. (4) Arrested on Vovenber 19 1374, Hember of thé (Percnist) Partido Justi-
’ cialista. ‘ ' -

" {5) Former judge of. the Supreme Court of salta. - Arrested in his office on
. ﬂovember 28, 1974, the date on which feceral intervention in the Pro-
vince became effective. How in prlson at Vllla ﬁevoto, Buenos Aires.
i (6) Detained in Catamarca.
‘(?).,Solicitor'for the‘?opular Leftist Front of Chrdoba. o
(8) Arrested in ilendoza on March 5, 1975.
(9)  Arrested on Novembé; 1, 1974. President of the Tucumdr Section of the
.Argentlne League for Human Rights. Hember of the Communxst'Party
which is legally recognised). ' ' o

(10) Arrested in La'Plata on Hovember 13, 1974.

{11) Hember of the Poponist Youth lovement, arpested in Bahia Blanca. ‘ . —

(12) . Membér of the (Perenist) Paftido Justicialista, arrested in.Bahia Blanca.
(13) Former Hinisfér and fornerVSecretary of the San Luis Peronist Congress.
(14). Under arrest since Yovember 21, 1974, in Rosario.

(15) Member of the Socialist Workers Party.

(18) As to the arreat of Susana Aguad, Susana Puconic and Abraham Kozak at

‘ Cérdeba on December 2, 1974, see La Voz del Interior (December 3, 1974).
This paper also raports on the police's forcible’ entry of - the law of-
fice of Ronald Troncoso. Susana Aguad, Susana Bugonic ‘and Abraham
Kozak were counsel acting for workers and pol;tlcal detalnﬂes (La Voz
del Interior, December 19, 1374). The "well-known Peronist mllltancy
‘of Niss Buconic was mentioned (La Voz del Interlor,‘Decenbev b, 19743,

(27) Cf. La Vez del Interior, December 17, 1974,
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"Ta the - Natmn",'larch 22, 1975: "™ are of the-opinion that the deten-

't*on of the collaayu&s pamed and ‘the Decree instituting the State of

Sieme responsﬂbla for such detentieon, constitute @ flagrant injustice
te the manner ip Wthh thev havn always carnaed out tne1r nrafesszon.

La Nac16n Aprll 5 197u.

£l Cronlsta Cowerc*al, ”ay 16 197u

Notdcias, August 6, 1974, -~

La Nacidn, July 18 1974 and otic as, July 18 1974 both wlth phOtO*
-graphs ¢ N

"1 . [P

Vide the document "El Regimen Democrdtico Pelipra en la Argentina" (The

Danger of the Democratic Regime in Ar~entina) drawn. up by the Argentine

League for Human Rights, January 2,.1975; p. EB.. The Buepos -Aires Law-
yers® Association had & protest published (Duenos Aires Lawyers' Asso-

..:c;atlcn - AABA ~-Bulletin, Wo. 323, Septenber *974)

(28) 8

(25)

(26)
(27)

(28)

(29)

(30)

{31)

(32y

(335

(3u)

See the eneruetlc pPOtEmt made by the Buenos Alres Lawyers Assocxatlon

) on September 6, 1974 and Dubllshed in its Bulletin.

La Kacidn, January 2, 1974,

This lawyer was arrested durlng June 1974. He was Secretary-General wof

-the Lawyers Gu:ld  Cf. El Cronlsta Comercial, June 7, 1974,

The investlga*lon ‘was dlscontlnued for want of evwdence. El Cronista

Comerc1al Decemb#r 1 "1973.

'El Hundo, October 24, 1973.

See the fuill report of the neuspaper Ll “undo, Hovember 28, 29 and 30,
1973, as well as Hoticias of uovember 30,,1973. .

Rodolfc Crtepa Pefia was enwapnd in extensive polltlcal act1v1ty. He
had taken up office as a fational Congressman about four months earlier,

‘replacing a lember who had resigned because of disagreement over the

Penal Code reforms.. He was a member of FREJULI (Frente Justicialista
de Liberacidn - The Just Liberation Front) of the Government block. He
was & manager of the revieuw ililitancia, closed dowm by the Government
in April 1974, cf. Neotlcias, June 21, 1974. There is a complete des~
crlptlon of the crime in VotiCLas, August 2, 1974,

Vide Hotlcias, August 3, 1974, w;th full photo coverage {"The Vlllar
Tuneral™; La Voz del Interior, August 3, 1974.

Notleias, August W, 1974, - o -

DlaPlo ‘del Sesmoues (i.e. the Convress;onal Record) Aunust 1, 1974,

Cérdoba, September 13, 1974, This type of vehicle is used by the Fed-
eral Police and -has been connected with 1nnumarable vlmlant acts, to
which reference will be made below.
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(o)
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(42)

(u3)-

{uu)

{u45)
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See Cédrdoba, September 13, 1974, various statements. Curutchet had
been imprisoned over some considerable period under the military dic-
tatorships both in the prison of Villa Devoto and in Rewson in Pata-
gonia. See the Petition published on Septerber 12 1874, by the
Cérdoba Tighting Trade Union. Organxsatioﬁ.

See a full description of the facts in El Cronista Comeprcial, Septem-
ber 28, 1974.

It would seem that this assertionm is inconsistentwith the alleged
political militancy of the lawyers.

Some judges ipterviewed on this matter stated that the leglslatlon on
prncedure, as vespects jurisdiction, ig in chaos. : ,

The review Nuevo Hombre, first half of December 1973 records the

_polltlcal activity of th;s-lawyev.

.Hedlrectedalong w~t5 Dr., Eduardo L. Duhalde, the review Hilitancia,

closed down in April 1974, . Cronica, June 19, 1974, &nd PotiCLQS,
August 21, 1974,

The organisation justified the accurrence (takine placé on Harch 29,
1970} by stating that Aramburu was responsible for the shooting of
27 Peronists, after the revolution on June 9, 1856, UL

When he was elected President, General Perdn confronted the ﬂoﬁtoheros,
calling them “stupid, smooth-chinned and mercenary youths™.- This took
place at a meeting feld on Hay 1, 1974, at the Plaza de ifayo.

On June 20, 1973, as General Perdn was returning to Arceptina, a viel-
ent conflict between Peronist extremists took place in the woods swr-
rounding Ezeiza airpert, which resulted in dozens of deaths ané wound-
ings. Inexplicably, the police made no move to intervene and there
has never been an official report on the matter. The event, of the
greatest sericusness, seems to have been the signal for a wave of
viclence which has been poing on ever since.

fThé'kidnapping was undertaken to force the government te bring into
the open various militants who had simply disappeared. As there was

no offlclél response, the Consul was murderad and his body was found
rolied in the flap -of the lontonerecs to which were glued the portraits

~of the militants who bad dissppeared.

For the ERP, the ilontonercs do not consti{ute a revolutionary move-
ment but rather a petty-bourgeois one. Cf. Cuestiondric, March 1975.

Cuestiondrio, Manch 1975.- Amons. the kidnappings of millicnaires, that

of the General Manager of FIAT should be mentioned. Common criminals

have alsc begun to oractise extortion by kidnapping. According to
the Hinister, !r. Benxtez, at present of gvery 10 P¢anapp1ncs only 3

are political. e - ‘ St
Cuestiondrio, March 1975:  “Qué hay en Tucuman?” (“hat is wonng oA

. in Tueumdn?™). - Coe L ST
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The events took place while I was in Buenos Aires. Upen his release,
the judme sent & letter to the court over which he presided, stating
that he had been kidnapved "for the sole purpose of forcing an expla-

7 nation to be wiven of.the‘whergébouts of Sergic Schiigider, arrested

(%9)

';{sog.‘
. ~DPlaced in, hls car,

(51)

(52)

(53)

(54)

by federal azents, and of whom there had been nc news. This was made
known to me while Y was he1ny held and I was properly treated.™, El

Cronista Comercial, March 7, 1975 La Nac;bn Maréh 7, 1975.‘

In an article publlshed in the peview Las Bases in 1972, General Perdn
himself stated "that para-police orpanisations, recruited and trained
by persons in the military and in the police, are operatihg in Argen-

.+ .. tina®, Cf.,El nundo, Harch B 1974.:

Senator Irlgoyen was sevlousiy wounded hy the explos1on of a borb

El Caudillo, Harch 5, 1975.

Ly Voz del Interior, Seotvewber 22, 1274,

Member of Congress, Rodolfo Oscar Vittar and Roberto Vidania (of Cérdoba
provinee), Armando Danield Croate and Carlos Migusl Kimkel {of Buenos
Aires)} protested apainst the receipt of threatening letters signed by
the AAA. The same happened to other parliamentarians,.amongst. them
Members of Conrress Jorge Omar Viale and Jesds ilira.’ Semator Solari
Irigoyen, before the assault which he suffered, had also received a
threatening 1etter. lember of Conwrnss ‘Hector Sandler ‘was threatened
for "being thé counsel to the LPP mercenavies®. Cf. La Yoz del Inter-
ior, September 17, 1574. ’

Clarin, September 26, 1974; Cronica, September 26-.1§7h‘ La Oginibn,
September 27, 1874, In a press Telease the AAA stated that the artists

“Norman Briski, TNacha Cuevara, Kector Alterio, Luiz Srandoni and Hordtio—

Guarany were condenmed to death because’ “hlgh nonmand had noted their
anti-social activities in favour of Marxism in-the artistic milieu".

See the newspapers of February 18, 1974, and Asi of I'ebruary 22, 137%,
with full reports on Giovenco, h;s activities and crimes.

"E1 Cronista“Comercial, June 18, 1974,

Yotleias, Jung 23, 1374,
Hotlcias, liay 30, 1974.
Hoticias, August 6, 1974,

Asi, September 20, 1974,

flotlcias, Avpust 22, 1974,

La Voz del Interior, Ausust 8, 1974.

La Voz del Interior, December 14, 1874,
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- September 20, 1974; Asi, September 20, 1974.
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La Calle, December 1%, 1974

El Crenista Comercial, September 1B, 1874%;. La Voz del Interior,

Notlcias, March 2, 1974; La Opinién, Hanch 2, 1974,
La Hacién, Hay 17, 1974,

La Voz del Interior, May 30, 1974.

See the document "El Recimen Democrdtico Peligra en la Argenting"

(The Danger of the Democratic Regime in Argentina) published by the
Argentine Leapue for Human Rights on January 2, 1975, The chronology
of events between the lst and the 15th of December, here only excerp-
ted, is impressive. '

See on this matter, El Mundo, February 6, 1874; El Cronista Comer-
cial, February 19, 1974; La Voz del Interior, lfay 30, 1874%, and Asi,
June 7, 1274,

La Hacidn, Harch 7, 1975. -

La Calle, December 17, 1974

.La Voz del Interior, December 12, 197k,

Draft General Part of the Penal Code, Buenos Alres, 1974, p. B, See
the charges made by a prison chaplain in Hotlcias, August 6, 1974
("The disgraceful conditions in prisoms™).’ -

Asi, June 29, 1973.

See the publication Folitical Prisoners under the State of Siege: . —
Arrest or Punishment? ("Presos Politicos por el Estado de Sitio: Ar-

resto o cumplimiento de pena?’’), publighed by the Armentine League

for Human Rights.

La Razdn, March 11, 1975.

Ll Cronista Comercial, May 10, 1974; Ll Peronista.'may iu, 1975,

See also Notleias, Aupust 25, 1974,
De Frente, Ho. 7, p. 11 (June 20, 1974),
Boletin, Ho. 325, November 1974,

Jornal do Brasil, March 23, 1975,
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FOOTNOTES to APPENDIX

(1) "The Danger of the democratic Rerime in Argentina”, cit. supra.

(2) CF. La Nacidn, January 25, 1974,

(3) La Nacidn, January 11, 1974,

(4} The People's Revolutionary Army was declared illepal by Decree No.
1454 (1973), by the then President Raul Lastiri. The press may not
publish the name ERP nor the name Montoneros. The former is always
referred to as 'the outlawed orpanisation® and the latter as "the
organisation which went underground". Cf. Cuestionario, MWo. 23
(tfarch 1375).
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